
RICHMOND          VIRGINIA 

May 2004

Backlash
(Commentary from the Leadership Team)

Ukrop’s Golden Certificates Needed by May 30, 2004

Ukrop’s Supermarkets have sent your Golden Certificate to
your home.   The Anglers Club collects and submits these
certificates as a way to raise money for our contributions to
enhancements of the angling environment.  Please bring your
certificate to the May Membership meeting or mail them to
President Fred Murray.  We usually realize an income of a few
hundred dollars from the certificates we submit.  Fred needs
the certificates by May 30th.

Say “HI” When You Visit Our Supporting Angling Supply
Stores

Green Top Sporting Goods and Fly Fish the World each month
generously donate gift certificates for the monthly auction at
each Membership Meeting.  When you shop or redeem a gift
certificate at these stores, be sure to mention your membership
in the Virginia Anglers Club.  Say “Hi” to Vance or Mickey at
Green Top or to Alex, Harry or Robert at Fly Fish the World.
They appreciate our patronage and they want themselves to be
known to you personally.  The VAC appreciates the support
we receive from these two fine stores.

Five New Members Join the Virginia Angler’s Club

So far in 2004, five new anglers have been welcomed into
membership in the Virginia Anglers Club.  The Leadership
Team is anxious to offer the fellowship, the wide-ranging talents
of existing members, our tournament program and just plain
old good fun to new members.  If you have some buddies or
acquaintances that you think might enjoy membership in our
club, please bring them along to a Membership Meeting so they
can look us over.  New members are always welcome.

May Membership Meeting Program - Catching Peacock
Bass In The Amazon

Harry Robertson of Fly Fish The World will present a program
about catching peacock bass in the Amazon River.  The illustrated

program documents a trip to South America that targeted this specie
in one of the world’s greatest rivers.

VAC Shirt Order Has Been Placed

Country Store Proprietor Eddy Johnston has placed the order for
VAC “T” shirts and golf style shirts.  These shirts can be purchased
at Membership Meetings.  As of this writing, a delivery date is not
available.  The order includes custom ordered shirts and a general
restocking of the Country Store’s extensive Haberdashery Department
(1st Floor, just south of House wares).

Cape Hatteras Anglers’ Club Invitational Tournament Team
Slots Open

The Virginia Anglers Club has fielded a surf fishing team to participate
in the CHAC Invitational Surf Fishing Tournament every year the
tournament has been held.  Two slots are open on the 2004 VAC
Team for the 6th angler and the alternate angler positions.  The team
will fish on Thursday and Friday, November 4th and 5th.  Free
lodging will be available for team members.  The team members
split the cost of the team entry fee and the cost of bait ordered by the
team (estimated by team captain Lynn Spurlin to be about $70.00).
 The cost of meals and transportation is borne by the individual team
members.   Lots of activities, hosted by the CHAC, take place during
the tournament and door prizes abound.  Please contact team captain
Lynn Spurlin if you are interested in either of the two open positions
on the VAC Surf Team.  Fish caught during the tournament can be
submitted for individual VAC angling ratings as well as specie and
surf fishing awards.

Reporting for the Leadership Team,

John  Wetlaufer, Sr.

 Continued on page 2.

May Meeting
The May meeting will be held at the Dept. of Game and Inland
Fisheries Building, 4010 West Broad Street at 7:00 p.m., Tuesday
May 25th. The entrance and parking are at the rear of the building.

CATCHY COMMENTS
by Dennis Cline

              Ever come home and wonder why you went on
                   vacation?  On return, you find a double workload
                   and foot high grass to cut.  I guess that’s why I
                  always liked to take mine a day or two at a time.
Well, my recent absence was certainly no vacation, but the result
was the same.  In this issue, I will try to catch up on club news
since early March.  By the way, it is good to be back with old
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Continued from page 1.
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friends and fishing again.  I have gladly said good-by to all of
the new friends I made last month (Milk of Magnesia, Citrucel,
Baby Wipes, Maxi-Pads, Depends and, of course, “the bag”)!
Again, I thank everyone for your support during my “vacation”.

Our March Angler of the Month was Scott Davis.  Scott set a
club record with a beautiful 3-12 smallmouth on 2-plug that
scored 375 points.  Second place honors went to Fred Cousins
for a 1-12 rainbow trout on 2-fly worth 233 points.

The April Angler of the Month was won by Bob Brown with
a 26-0 blue catfish caught on 2-spin.  Bob’s cat, which I guess
was supposed to be a white perch, scored 400 points!  Robbie
Robinson took second place with a nice 4-10 American shad
on 2-spin worth 370 points.  Eddy Johnston was third with a
1-1 white perch on 2-fly that scored 354 points.  Congratulations
to all!

Nearly all of the action since March has been on the freshwater
side.  Bill Ross improved his club records for hybrid striped
bass on 8-spin (5-0) and 12-spin (5-15).  Bill’s fish were caught
from the Haw River, NC.  The hickory shad and white perch
runs generated a lot of club interest, but very few entries.  Buddy
Noland set a club record with a 0-12 white perch on 2-plug.
My 2-6 hickory shad on 2-fly caught in late March leads the
list at 339 points.  Larger hickories were caught by Robbie
Robinson (2-11 on 2-spin) and Fred Murray (2-9 on 4-fly).

This has been a good year for chain pickerel!  Dean Winstead
has notched a club record for his 4-3 chain pickerel on 12-plug.
Dean caught it at Kerr Lake.  It was the forth entry over four
pounds this year.

Several members have plied the Nottoway for American shad
this season.  Buddy and Danny Noland scored early (March
14th).  Robbie Robinson made several trips in March and April
and leads with his nice 4-10 on 2-spin.  I managed a couple of
trips at the end of April and came away with a club record 4-3
on 2-plug.  Some shad will remain in the river through the month
of May.

Our trout tournament on Dunlop Creek generated nine brook
trout entries and thirteen rainbow entries.  Though none were
monsters, a lot of trout were caught on fly. The tournament was
enjoyed by all who attended.  The top brookie, a 1-9 on 2-fly,
was caught and released by Ricky Dale.  Danny Noland released
the best rainbow, a 2-6 on 2-fly, edging David English by one
ounce.

Spring saltwater action is just getting started.  Buddy Noland
made our first flounder entry for the year with a nice 3-12 on
2-spin that scored 300 points.  Buddy caught his fish off Cape
Charles.  Dr. Jim Wright caught a 4-9 speckled trout on 4-
general at the hot ditch in early March.  Scott Johnston has the
first croaker entry for a 1-14 on 16-fly.  Scott’s croaker sets a

club record and was caught on the Piankatank.  Rich
McDaniel made a trip to the Bahamas in April for bonefish.
He released a 4-10 bonefish on 8-fly.  Red drum are hitting
in the Eastern Shore surf.  I have managed two days of
fishing so far that yielded seven nice drum ranging from 35-
0 to 50-0.  Five of the seven drum were 40 pounds or better.

DONAHUE EARNS FRESHWATER EXPERT

Gary Donahue is the club’s fifteenth member to earn the
Freshwater Expert rating.  Gary’s entries include several
noteworthy catches beginning in 1991 with a club record 2-
14 crappie on 2-fly.  Several of his entries came from distant
waters such as Tennessee, Canada and Michigan.  Other
catches include an 8-12 walleye on 4-spin, a 6-0 lake trout
on 4-spin, a 5-8 largemouth bass on 4-general, a 7-6 striped
bass on 4-general, a 12-0 northern pike on 4-spin, a 4-12
brown trout on 2-fly and a 31-8 Chinook salmon on 16-
general.  Congratulations to Gary!

GOOD NEWS – BAD NEWS

First, the good news.  In late March, Rich McDaniel went
after blue cats with his buddy Jim.  They had a bang-up day!
At one point, there were several fish hooked at one time.
Rich described it as a real cluster-___!  The good news fish
was a 59-0, which Rich fought on 8-pound test!!  The big
cat put up quite a fight until it became entangled in another
line that they had been unable to clear.  Eventually the huge
cat got untangled and was landed.

Now, the bad news.  Due to the circumstances, Rich asked
if the catch would be legal considering the entanglement
that occurred accidentally.  Sadly, I had to inform Rich that
the entry could not be accepted.  IGFA rules specifically
disqualify any fish that is hooked or entangled on more than
one line.

What an unfortunate set of circumstances.  The catch would
have been the largest blue catfish in club history not to
mention a club record on 8-general.  It was ever so close to
that magical 60-pound plateau.  For those of us that commonly
fish multiple baits for many species, this is a reminder that
lines need to be cleared quickly to avoid such a predicament.
In Rich’s case, there was just no time to do so.  When fishing
multiple lines, the usual concern is that the lines themselves
will tangle. This could cause a nice fish to get cut off by the
line or at least a big mess to deal with after the fish is landed.
Since you give up your ability to control large fish when
you fish light line, the number of lines that can be deployed
without creating such havoc should be carefully considered.

Rich’s honesty in this matter is highly commendable.  I only
wish the outcome could have been different.  Considering
the abundance of big blue catfish in the James and Rich’s
angling skills, I think he will have another chance!
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Barrier island surf & inlets,
Eastern Shore VA.

6am on the 29th to  6pm on the 31st

1 cup for the highest point red drum in the
   surf (must be released)
1 cup highest point other species (surf or
   boat 100 point min.)
1 cup highest point Flounder (100 point min.)

For Smith & Myrtle Island use mud ramp at
Raccoon creek or Kiptopeke State park, or
Oyster Ramp. For Wreck and Cobb Island
use Oyster Ramp.

Call chairman within 5 Days.

Bob Brown - Cell:     804-833-2786
       Home:  804-746-1934

Will have more details at the May meeting.

Sunset Beach Motel – 757-331-1776
Day’s Inn at Kiptopeke – 757-331-1000
Edgewood Motel – 757-331-3632
Cape Motel – 757-331-2461
Peacock Motel – 757-331-2121

Chris‘s bait and tackle at Edgewood Motel 757-
331-3632.
There is a bait shop in downtown Cape Charles.

Dennis will have a cook out with a Low Country
Boil.  A grill is provided for you meat eaters.
Bring your own drinks.

Please call Dennis to help with head count and
get directions if you need them.

Dennis Cline  (h) 526-8736
(Eastern Shore)  757-331-3037

Location:

Time:

Awards:

Launches:

Report-In:

Chairman:

More details:

Motels:

Bait:

Cook out:
 May 29

Eastern Shore - Red Drum /
Flounder Tournament
Sat-Mon, May 29-31, 2004

Chesapeake Bay

Start- Friday, June 4, 2004, at 6pm.
End- Sunday, June 6, 2004, at 6pm.

1 cup highest point Black Drum (100 pt. min.)
1 cup highest point Weakfish (100 pt. min.)
1 cup highest point Spadefish (100 pt. min.)
1 cup highest point Fish on Fly. (100 pt. min.)
1 cup BAY Master.
Highest points on five fish (different species
   100 pt. min.)
No restrictions on tackle.

Black drum -cabbage patch, CBBT islands
Weakfish – 3&4 island and concrete ships
Spadefish – light tower, 3&4 island, and the
“cell”
Red drum – 12ft. shoal
Cobia – 12ft. shoal, bluefish rock
Spanish mackerel – 4th island ocean side
Croaker – all over
Bluefish – still no idea

Call chairman within 5 Days.

Bob Brown - Cell:     804-833-2786
       Home:  804-746-1934

J* - Denotes Jungle Rules. Any tackle used in
sportsman like manner accepted.

Location:

Time:

Awards:

Tips:

Report-In:

Chairman:

Chesapeake Bay - J* Black
Drum/Spadefish/Weakfish
Fri-Sun, June 4-6, 2004

Piankatank River - Croaker Tournament
May 1, 2004

Jungle rules Croaker - Jeff  Doughty  1lb-8oz
Highest point Croaker - Mike Cline 1lb-11oz. 2 Spin 225 pts.
Croaker on Fly - Scott Johnston 1lb-6oz. 4 Fly 183 pts.

Chickahominy River - Longnose Gar Tournament
May 8, 2004

Highest point Gar - Eddy Johnston 4lb-8oz  2 General 130 pts.
Highest point other specie - Eddy Johnston Channel Catfish
      4lbs  2 General 127 pts.

Tournament Results



Spadefish Trip - Raffle
A one day Spadefish Trip for 2-persons aboard "Marlin Magic",
24' Albemarle, to be used this year during the months of June,
July, or August. Trip donated by members Buddy and Danny
Noland. Food and beverages will be provided if your not "real
picky"!  Buddy and Danny are current IGFA record holders for
this specie of fish. This is a great opportunity to fish with expert
club anglers.

Tickets will be sold at the meeting for $5.00 a chance or 5 chances
for $10.00.   Drawing will be at the May 25th membership meeting
after the break.

Vic Skakandy holding his first freshwater billfish!

Tackle Tips - Non Slip Mono Loop Knot
The Non-Slip Mono Knot is extremely strong and as the name says,
does not slip like some of the other loop knots. Used with mono or
leader, this knot allows more natural lure and hook action than knots
that slide tight against the eye. This knot has been tested to close
to 100% of the line strength. It is very important that you follow
the wrap counts for maximizing its strength. 8X to 6lb test: 7 wraps.
8 to 12lbs: 5 wraps. 15lb to 40lb test: 4 wraps. 50-60lb test: 3 wraps,
and up to 120lb test: 2 wraps.

Step 1. Take your line and form an over-hand knot, leaving
approximately 8 inches. Pass the tag end through the eye of the
hook. Bring the line back through the overhand knot the same side
it came out. Make your wraps based upon the numbers above.

Step 2. After all the wraps are completed pass the line back through
the over hand knot the same way it came out in the last step.

Step 3. Moisten the knot with your mouth, and while holding the
hook in your right-hand pull slowly. As the knot tightens, take the
standing line in your left hand and pull your hands apart finishing
the knot. Finally, trim the ends.

SPECIES ANGLER WEIGHT LN DIV. DATE LOCATION PTS BAIT

2004 SPECIES LEADERS - SALTWATER

BASS, STRIPED S.C. LEE 18-0 8 FLY 12/31/03 OREGON INLET, NC 300 DECEIVER
CROAKER W.S. JOHNSTON 1-14 16 FLY 05/07/04 PIANKATANK RIVER, VA 107 CLOUSER
DRUM, RED D. CLINE 50-0 SURF 05/05/04 SMITH ISLAND, VA 357 PEELER
FLOUNDER B.L. NOLAND 3-12 2 SPIN 04/18/04 CAPE CHARLES, VA 300 BASSASSASIN
SEATROUT, SPOTTED R.L. WHITE 5-4 2 SPIN 01/10/04 ELIZABETH RIVER, VA 350 JIG
TAUTOG J.C. WRIGHT 7-7 30 GEN 03/04/04 OFF VIRGINIA BEACH, VA 82 CRAB

2004 SPECIES LEADERS - FRESHWATER

BASS, LARGEMOUTH R. McDANIEL 9-2 6 PLUG 03/03/04 POND, VA 365 SPINNERBAIT
BASS, SMALLMOUTH S. DAVIS 3-12 2 PLUG 02/29/04 JAMES RIVER, VA 375 JIG & PIG
BASS, STRIPED (HYB) A.W. ROSS 5-0 8 SPIN 04/08/04 HAW RIVER, NC 166 FLUKE
CARP F. MURRAY 11-8 2 SPIN 01/01/04 JAMES RIVER, VA 359 SILVER BUDDY
CATFISH, BLUE F. MURRAY 34-8 2 SPIN 01/01/04 JAMES RIVER, VA 530 SILVER BUDDY
CATFISH, FLATHEAD F. MURRAY 21-8 2 FLY 01/13/04 JAMES RIVER, VA 671 HALF & HALF
CRAPPIE B. SHEPHERD 1-8 2 SPIN 12/29/03 JAMES RIVER, VA 238 SASSY SHAD
MUSKELLUNGE B. SHEPHERD 17-8 6 PLUG 12/28/03 NEW RIVER, VA 364 LONG-A
PERCH, WHITE E.S. JOHNSTON 1-1 2 FLY 03/27/04 JAMES RIVER, VA 354 FLY
PERCH, YELLOW ROB ROBINSON 1-3 2 SPIN 02/11/04 CHICKAHOMINY RIVER, VA 312 POWER GRUB
PICKEREL, CHAIN ROB ROBINSON 4-5 2 SPIN 02/10/04 CHICKAHOMINY RIVER, VA 431 POWER GRUB
SHAD, AMERICAN ROB ROBINSON 4-10 2 SPIN 03/26/04 NOTTOWAY RIVER, VA 370 GOLD SPOON
SHAD, HICKORY D. CLINE 2-6 2 FLY 03/25/04 JAMES RIVER, VA 339 SHAD FLY
SUNFISH ROB ROBINSON 0-13 2 FLY 04/20/04 PRIVATE POND, VA 270 POPPER
TROUT, BROOK R.K. DALE 1-9 2 FLY 03/20/04 DUNLAP CREEK, VA 223 FLY
TROUT, RAINBOW D.N. NOLAND 2-6 2 FLY 03/20/04 ESCATAWBA FARMS, VA 316 FLY

VIRGINIA ANGLERS CLUB - 5/11/04
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ANGLER                           FIRSTS      SECONDS      THIRDS        PLACES       POINTS              AVERAGE

ROBBIE ROBINSON 0 2 0 2 801 401
FRED MURRAY 1 0 0 1 671 671
JIM FARRELL 0 0 1 1 427 427
BOB BROWN 1 0 0 1 400 400
SCOTT DAVIS 1 0 0 1 375 375
EDDY JOHNSTON 0 0 1 1 354 354
FRED COUSINS 0 1 0 1 233 233

TOTALS 3 3 2 8 3261 408

C.V. KINNARD AWARD COMPETITION  -  2004

VIRGINIA ANGLERS CLUB - 5/11/04 (continued)
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SPECIES ANGLER WEIGHT LN DIV. DATE LOCATION PTS BAIT

2004 DIVISION LEADERS - SALTWATER

BASS, STRIPED S.C. LEE 18-0 8 FLY 12/31/03 OREGON INLET, NC 300 DECEIVER
SEATROUT, SPOTTED J.C. WRIGHT 4-14 4 GEN 02/10/04 HOT DITCH, VA 195 CUT MULLET
SEATROUT, SPOTTED R.L. WHITE 5-4 2 SPIN 01/10/04 ELIZABETH RIVER, VA 350 JIG
DRUM, RED D. CLINE 50-0 SURF 05/05/04 SMITH ISLAND, VA 357 PEELER

2004 DIVISION LEADERS - FRESHWATER

CATFISH, FLATHEAD F. MURRAY 21-8 2 FLY 01/13/04 JAMES RIVER, VA 671 HALF & HALF
CATFISH, BLUE B. SHEPHERD 39-0 6 GEN 01/03/04 JAMES RIVER, VA 366 CUT SHAD
BASS, SMALLMOUTH S. DAVIS 3-12 2 PLUG 02/29/04 JAMES RIVER, VA 375 JIG & PIG
CATFISH, BLUE F. MURRAY 34-8 2 SPIN 01/01/04 JAMES RIVER, VA 530 SILVER BUDDY

NEW CLUB RECORDS - SALTWATER

BASS, STRIPED S.C. LEE 18-0 8 FLY 12/31/03 OREGON INLET, NC 300 DECEIVER
BASS, STRIPED S.C. LEE 20-75 12 FLY 12/30/03 OREGON INLET, NC 259 DECEIVER
BASS, STRIPED R. MCDANIEL 43-0 30 GEN 01/08/04 FALSE CAPE, VA 179 BUCKTAIL
CROAKER W.S. JOHNSTON 1-14 16 FLY 05/07/04 PIANKATANK RIVER, VA 107 CLOUSER

NEW CLUB RECORDS - FRESHWATER

BASS, LARGEMOUTH R. McDANIEL 9-2 6 PLUG 03/03/04 POND, VA 365 SPINNERBAIT
BASS, SMALLMOUTH S. DAVIS 3-12 2 PLUG 02/29/04 JAMES RIVER, VA 375 JIG & PIG
BASS, STRIPED (HYB) A.W. ROSS 5-0 8 SPIN 04/08/04 HAW RIVER, NC 166 FLUKE
BASS, STRIPED (HYB) A.W. ROSS 5-15 12 SPIN 04/08/04 HAW RIVER, NC 148 FLUKE
CATFISH, BLUE F. MURRAY 34-8 2 SPIN 01/01/04 JAMES RIVER, VA 530 SILVER BUDDY
CATFISH, FLATHEAD F. MURRAY 21-8 2 FLY 01/13/04 JAMES RIVER, VA 671 HALF & HALF
CATFISH, FLATHEAD J. FARRELL 22-8 8 FLY 01/18/04 JAMES RIVER, VA 427 FLY
MUSKELLUNGE B. SHEPHERD 17-8 6 PLUG 12/28/03 NEW RIVER, VA 364 LONG-A
MUSKELLUNGE B. SHEPHERD 14-8 8 PLUG 12/27/03 NEW RIVER, VA 241 LONG-A
MUSKELLUNGE B. SHEPHERD 12-0 12 PLUG 12/27/03 NEW RIVER, VA 142 LONG-A
PERCH, WHITE B.L. NOLAND 0-12 2 PLUG 04/10/04 JAMES RIVER, VA 197 SILVER BUDDY
PICKEREL, CHAIN H.O. BRUINGTON 5-4 12 GEN 01/14/04 SWIFT CREEK RES., VA 150 LIVE MINNOW
PICKEREL, CHAIN D. WINSTEAD 4-3 12 PLUG 04/03/04 KERR LAKE, VA 150 LONG-A
SHAD, AMERICAN D. CLINE 4-3 2 PLUG 05/01/04 NOTTOWAY RIVER, VA 335 SHAD DART

2004 HIGHEST POINT NON-LOCAL CATCHES - SALTWATER

BONEFISH R. MCDANIEL 4-10 8 FLY 04/24/04 DEEP WATER CAY, BAHAMA 154 GOTCHA

2004 HIGHEST POINT NON-LOCAL CATCHES - FRESHWATER

TROUT, BROWN L.V. SPURLIN 17-0 12 FLY 02/25/04 TIERRA DEL FUEGO, ARG. 447 TUBE FLY

2004 TOP SPOUSE CATCHES - SALTWATER & FRESHWATER (LOCAL)

TROUT, RAINBOW L. ROBINSON 2-5 2 GEN 03/04/04 FORT A.P. HILL, VA 185 POWER BAIT

2004 YOUTH CATCHES - SALTWATER & FRESHWATER (LOCAL)

CROAKER MIRANDA CLINE 1-7 2 SPIN 05/09/04 PIANKATANK RIVER, VA 191 FIN-S JIG
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Bulletin Editor: Scott Davis, 285-4305. Design and Layout: Michael Havranek

NEXT MEETING:
Tuesday, May 25th

P.O. BOX 31494
RICHMOND VA 23294-1494

5705 Grove Ave., Richmond, VA
(804) 282-5527

www.flyfishtheworld.com

Great

Values!

Check us out online:

Finest equipment      Technical clothing
Worldwide trips      Instruction      Accessories

Guides      Outstanding customer service

ADVENTURE!

Please come by and test
cast our new Lefty Kreh
Temple Fork Rods. Four
piece rods with sock and
tube will sell for
approximately $250.00.


